Did you know that GRPC holds High-Power Rifle matches?
By: Terry Pitts  CMP State Director for Florida and a GRPC member

  
Probably not....most of the members and day shooters have no idea that we hold these types of matches, all they see listed on the schedule is XTC or 3x20 on certain days, but what is an  XTC or 3x20?  Most likely you have no idea....so let us explain it briefly to you.

 XTC is an abbreviation for “Across the Course” match, the course of fire in an XTC match is usually shot at 200, 300 & 600 yards, at ranges with less than 600 yards the matches are shot on reduced size targets that simulate the longer ranges. An XTC match called a “National Match Course of Fire (NMC)” is the most common with the competitors shooting 10 shots standing and 10 shots sitting rapid fire at 200 yards, 10 shots prone rapid fire at 300 yards and 20 shots slow fire prone at 600 yards. There are also what are called “Regional Match Course of Fire” which is just like the NMC except you shoot 20 shots in all of the positions.

  3X20 means a match usually shot at 600 yards or on a reduced target to simulate 600 yards at 200 yards like we have at GRPC. In a 3x20 match you shoot sighting shots, then you shoot 20 shot matches 3 times slow fire in the prone position. 

 
Ok, so now you know what the courses of fire are, next your probably asking “what kind of rifles can I shoot in these matches”? There are multiple rifle classes that you can shoot in that covers most rifles out there. These classes are “Service Rifle” which includes the M1 Garand, AR15, M1A, and AR10NM, then there is a separate class called optical service rifle where you can shoot the flat top AR15A3 and AR10NM with the carry handle replaced by a scope or red dot sight. Next we have “Match Rifle” class which is just about any other safe rifle below 35 caliber without muzzle breaks using match type sights. There is also an “Optical Match / Tactical” class that you can shoot any of the match or tactical rifles (as an example of a tactical rifle is the M4 AR15) in using scopes or red dot type sights. Then there is the “Vintage Rifle” classes which includes 1903 Springfields, P17 Enfields, as issued M1 Garands can be included in this class too, and any of the vintage foreign military rifles like the Mauser K98, British Enfield, etc., All these rifle classes can be shot in both the XTC and 3x20 matches. They are all shot using rifle slings in sitting and prone positions. There is also a new rifle class called “F-class” that has 2 subclasses, these are F/TR and F-Open. In F/TR you can shoot any rifle in 223 or 308 caliber using a bipod and rear sandbag with any power scope, in F-Open class you can shoot any rifle under 35 caliber using either a bipod or mechanical rest and a rear bag with no restriction on scope power, there are some weight restrictions but they are around 19 to 22 pounds. The use of a muzzlebrake is also not permitted in these classes, flash hiders on service rifles are permitted.

 
So what else do I need to shoot these matches? First of all after your rifle and ammo, you will usually need at least 2 magazines or stripper clips for the XTC matches for the rapid fire strings because there is a required reload, in slow fire all shots are single load, a sling unless in F-class, a mat, pad or piece of carpet to lay on, a scope or pair of binoculars to see the scoring disks on the target, at GRPC we don't use scoring disks so you will need a spotting scope to be able to see your bullet holes at 200 yards.

 
There are also shooter classifications that are used in the bigger matches where the shooters get assigned a class from the average score of a certain number of shots in previous matches, these classes allow you to compete against other competitors of the same shooting level as you are. These classes are: Marksman, Sharpshooter, Expert, Master & High Master..

 Hopefully this answered most of your questions about our High-Power Rifle matches. More information can be found in the NRA and CMP (Civilian Marksmanship Program) rule books, these can be downloaded off their websites here:

http://competitions.nra.org/documents/pdf/compete/RuleBooks/HPR/hpr-book.pdf
http://thecmp.org/wp-content/uploads/Rulebook.pdf

You can also learn a lot from coming out and watching our matches and talking to the competitors, we are always willing to help new shooters get involved in and enjoy our sport.

We hope we'll see you on the range with us sometime....

