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Vandalism (Harsh Word but True) 
By Bill Edwards 

Since becoming President seven (7) months ago, my 

eyes have been opened to a few issues that are 

concerning. One of the most bothersome is the fact that 

shooters (both daily and members) are not adhering to 

the rule that all rounds must impact the berm. By 

shooting at unauthorized targets an awful lot of 

unnecessary damage is being done to our range. Not to 

mention the danger a ricochet could cause. Our baffles 

are NOT targets. A 4x4 protecting a steel I-beam is NOT 

a target nor is the beam itself. It’s not the location to 

staple your target to. These are dangerous and 

unauthorized items to be shooting at. Your range 

provides stands and the cardboard to place your paper 

targets on, use them. We also provide steel plates. 

Your dues are hard at work maintaining our range. Need 

I say that damage done by irresponsible individuals cost 

you and our gun range money to replace and repair. 

I want everyone to be aware of two things. We will be 

taking steps to better identify those that are causing this 

damage on purpose. Secondly, anyone that is caught 

shooting anything other than authorized targets will 

immediately lose their membership at Gateway Rifle and 

Pistol Club and never be allowed to return.  

Same for day shooters, they will be removed from our 

property and placed on our “do not allow” list.  

Thank you and stay safe, 

Bill Edwards, President GRPC 

 
 
 

 

 

The Importance of Defensive 

Shooting Classes 
By Gary Pittman 

A quality defensive shooting class helps bridge the gap 

between recreational target shooting and the realities of 

a self-defense emergency. 

Defensive training may teach students how to safely and 

efficiently access their firearm, manage distance, move 

away from danger, use available cover and respond to a 

threat while maintaining awareness of their 

surroundings. Students may also learn how to recognize 

when shooting is not necessary and when 

disengagement, escape or verbal communication may 

be the safer option. 

     ATTENTION     

 

NOTE: Range 4B will be closed 

from now until Wednesday 

September 2 for heavy repairs 

and upgrades. 
 

PLEASE CALL THE MAIN OFFICE AT 904-

771-2937 EXT. 5 FOR DAILY UPDATES IF 

YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT RANGE 

AVAILABILITY. 
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The purpose of defensive firearms training is not to turn 

responsible gun owners into aggressors. Its purpose is 

to help them make better decisions, handle their firearms 

safely and respond effectively when there is no 

reasonable alternative to defending innocent life. 

Ultimately, the day a person may be forced to use a 

firearm could be the worst day of his or her life. It could 

involve protecting a spouse, a child, another loved one 

or an innocent person from an immediate threat of death 

or serious bodily harm. That is not the time to discover 

that drawing from a holster, clearing a malfunction or 

shooting from an unfamiliar position has never been 

practiced. 

 

Gateway Board Members Joined Tom 
McManus (former Jaguars player) on 
his Talk Show, The Horse’s Mouth 
By Gary Kight 

Several of Gateway’s board members joined former 

Jacksonville Jaguars player Tom McManus on The 

Horse’s Mouth for a relaxed, conversational discussion 

about the club and its mission. They highlighted 

Gateway’s commitment to firearm safety, community 

involvement, and education, as well as their goal of 

encouraging people of all ages to explore responsible 

gun enthusiasm and become part of the Gateway 

community. The board members enjoyed the informal, 

candid setting — a space where real people shared real 

experiences and genuine perspectives. 

The Horse's Mouth with Tom McManus is a unique talk 

show, straight from the source. Filmed at Tommy Mac's 

San Marco Studio Bar, guests from sports, 

entertainment, business, and the community share their 

stories, insights, and successes. 

 

 

 

Check out the shows at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gr-

8vAjJ8iQ&pp=ygUeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRv

bSBtY21hbnVz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0KuxSHvif0&pp=yg

UeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRvbSBtY21hbnVz  

 
Reloading Components 
By Gary Kight 

Reloading components are the brass for your cartridge, 

the primer (the igniter) the powder (propellant), and your 

bullet (the projectile). Like my last article, I am not going 

to get into what brand is better than the next. We all 

have our opinions about what we like.  

Let’s start out with your brass. You can either pick it up 

at the range or buy it new from various manufacturers. 

Picking it up at the range is the easiest and cheapest 

way unless you are looking for an obscure round. In this 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gr-8vAjJ8iQ&pp=ygUeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRvbSBtY21hbnVz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gr-8vAjJ8iQ&pp=ygUeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRvbSBtY21hbnVz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gr-8vAjJ8iQ&pp=ygUeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRvbSBtY21hbnVz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0KuxSHvif0&pp=ygUeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRvbSBtY21hbnVz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0KuxSHvif0&pp=ygUeZGFpbHkgbmV3cyBuZXR3b3JrIHRvbSBtY21hbnVz
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case you will have to find a source and it might not be 

cheap.  

Next are primers. There are rifle and pistol primers. 

Large and small. You also have magnum and benchrest 

primers. The ones you need will depend on the cartridge 

you are going to be loading.  

Next is powder. This is going to be where it can get 

complicated. Every round can use various powders and 

you have a minimum and maximum for each. The 

powder is also going to depend on your projectile and 

the size or weight of it. That topic is a whole different 

article in and of itself.  

My suggestion is to get a few different Reloading books 

and then fine tune the reloads to your firearm. Once you 

come up with that “recipe” keep records so you can go 

back to them when you need to. Reloading can be fun, 

but you need patience and good record keeping to keep 

you on the right track. With the right recipe for your 

firearm, you can easily make it very accurate.  

Note: If you have an article or suggestion for the 

Muzzleblast. Feel free to reach out to me, Gary Kight at 

904-509-8130. 

 

1st Time Discharging My Weapon in 
the Line of Duty 

by Sgt Glen Outlaw, Jacksonville Sherriff’s Office, 

Retired 

During a police officer's career, many officers have an 

occasion to unholster their weapon but never discharge 

it in the line of duty. 

The following is the first of two different times I did 

discharge my weapon while on duty. I was working a 

15:00-23:00 shift on the Friday after Thanksgiving. This 

was 1980 so I had about 5 years as a Police Officer at 

that time. I was assigned on this day to patrol the area of 

Roosevelt Blvd and San Juan Ave areas. As I was 

driving out to my assignment, I received a call from HQ 

concerning a possible dog attacking two young 

teenagers in this same general area.  

Upon arrival, I met and spoke with two young teenage 

males both about age 14-15. They informed me they 

were walking down the roadway just past the 

aforementioned intersection and off of the main street. 

As they were walking, a dog suddenly emerged from 

some bushes and attacked them, actually biting one 

teen in his leg. They were able to fight back by kicking at 

the dog and the dog disappeared back into the bushes. 

As I was speaking with these teens and starting my 

report, this dog emerged again charging straight at the 

three of us. We were several feet from my patrol vehicle 

and all three of us ran towards the vehicle to escape the 

attacking canine.  

Well, needless to say, the two teens were faster than me 

so, the dog focused on me and attacked me biting my 

left leg. I still have a scar on my left leg from this attack. I 

dropped my clipboard and pulled my night stick and was 

able to strike this dog on his nose to make him back up. I 

guess this really "pissed off" the dog because he 

charged at me again.  

Without thinking about it too much, I reached for my 

weapon, pulled it from my holster, and fired one shot 

(John Wayne-style) at the dog striking him in his chest 

area. He looked at me and seemed say, "F#@$ You" 

and took about 3 steps before he fell dead! Well Mr. 

Canine, FAFO is my response!  

Of course, my Sargeant had to respond to the scene and 

I went to St. Vincents Hospital for treatment. My report 

went to the shooting review board which of course ruled 

I was very justified in my actions. Over my 30-year police 

career, seems the only time I had to seek medical 

treatment was from a dog bite.  
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Trigger Finger Discipline 

by Willy Whiskers 

Trigger finger discipline is a fundamental shooting skill. It 

is the very foundation of responsible firearms handling. 

This critical skill in proper gun handling is often 

overlooked amid talk of caliber, loads, manufacturers 

and the like. Whether you are new to shooting or and old 

hand, understanding proper trigger finger discipline can 

make the difference between a successful personal 

defense or a missed the target at the range. 

Trigger finger discipline refers to the control of when and 

how your finger interacts with the trigger. First, it means 

keeping your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger 

guard until you’re ready to shoot. The idea that modern 

guns can just “go off” without the trigger being engaged 

is a myth. 

Awareness of your body, gear, surroundings are all 

integral to proper gun handling and by extension, trigger 

discipline. Hitting the target is a culmination of many 

factors. 

As we have said, “Keep your finger off the trigger until 

you’re ready to shoot.”  

Now you are ready to fire, or not? Placing your finger on 

the trigger does not mean you are ready to fire. There 

are the issues of proper grip, hand placement, proper 

stance, sight line, awareness of where the target is and 

what is behind it. Not paying attention to these things are 

the most common causes of negligent discharges. 

Rushing the trigger pull can put you and others in a very 

bad situation. If your finger is on the trigger, even 

accidentally, your gun could fire. 

When you are safe and ready to fire, it is time to 

“squeeze” the trigger. Not “pull” not “jerk”, not “press”, 

the word is “squeeze.” When we squeeze the trigger, not 

only is the finger involved, but your entire hand and arm. 

You need to be aware of these other factors as they can 

push your muzzle off target. The squeeze should feel 

smooth, steady and isolated. 

Exactly what part of your finger should be on the trigger?  

This is largely a matter of preference between your 

finger’s first pad or the first distal joint. Too much finger 

will make you shoot left, not enough will tend right (for 

right-handed shooters). Only via your shooting will you 

know what is right for you. Either way, when you are on 

the line focus on smooth operation and isolating your 

finger so as not to pull off your target. 

We should mention here that the draw weight of your 

trigger matters. A light trigger might go off with a touch 

when you are not ready. A heavy trigger might mean you 

have to put too much effort to trip the trigger and so 

move off target. If you are dealing with either of these 

issues, a good gunsmith might help. 

Great trigger control is not just physical. It is mental, too, 

smooth, steady, focused. That is how you hit your mark. 

It is helpful to focus on the front sight. This mental trick 

helps coordinate your body and your intent. As the shot 

breaks, your focus should remain on the front sight — 

not the target or your surroundings. 

A common error occurs when shooters anticipate the 

shot, shifting focus away from the gun and introducing 

unnecessary movement. Consistent accuracy comes 

from combining visual, mental and tactile awareness. 

Again, your front sight is in your eye as you engage the 

trigger. 

A firm and consistent grip is just as critical as visual and 

mental focus. What one hand does, the other tends to 

mimic — a phenomenon known as inter-limb 

coordination or the sympathetic reflex. 

When shooting, this means a sudden squeeze or 

uneven grip while engaging the trigger can shift your 

point of aim. Grip your handgun firmly and equally with 
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both hands, and ensure your grip remains stable before, 

during and after the shot breaks. If shooting one-handed, 

find a comfortable placement for your off hand and try to 

keep that position for all your shots. 

It is often said that mastering trigger control is the final 

act in delivering a well-placed shot. That is because 

even with perfect stance, grip and sight alignment, a 

poorly timed or sloppy trigger can send your shot off 

target — or worse, create a safety hazard. 

Trigger finger discipline is about more than 

marksmanship. It is a mindset, a muscle memory and a 

commitment to responsible gun handling. 

Practice it regularly, and you will not only shoot more 

accurately, but you will carry more confidently. If the time 

comes when you need accuracy, you will have it. 

Trigger finger discipline is not complicated, but it is 

critical. Practice it often and take it seriously. You will 

shoot better and you will be more confident knowing you 

are doing things right.  

 

Welcome to The Florida Sport 
Shooting Association 
by Ted Carter 

The Florida Sport Shooting Association or FSSA, is your 

state shooting association. The FSSA is pleased to have 

a number of Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club members as 

state association members and Gateway Rifle and Pistol 

Club as an affiliated club. For those of you who may not 

be members, I invite you to consider joining. 

Formed in 1986 as a nonprofit corporation, the Florida 

Sport Shooting Association (FSSA) is Florida's National 

Rifle Association (NRA) state association. In addition to 

affiliation with the NRA, FSSA is also affiliated with the 

Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP), USA Shooting 

(USAS) and the National Shooting Sports Foundation 

(NSSF). We also coordinate with the Florida Sports 

Foundation to schedule select shooting venues for the 

Sunshine State Games. The FSSA is a tax-exempt 

501c(3) organization and does no pollical lobbying. 

The FSSA strives to create a public sentiment of support 

for the individual possession of firearms by law-abiding 

citizens. We strongly encourage education and training 

in the use of firearms. An essential purpose of the FSSA 

is to encourage the proper organization, operation, and 

administration of member clubs, to promote and 

coordinate statewide activities related to the ownership 

and lawful use of firearms, and to cooperate with other 

organizations in the conservation of wildlife resources 

within the State of Florida. 

Additionally, the FSSA fully supports and/or encourages: 

• The constitutional rights of the individual American 

citizen to acquire, transport, possess, carry, and 

transfer ownership of arms. 

• The promotion of recreational and sports shooting. 

• The promotion and approval of State Championship 

Tournaments and the promotion of all other shooting 

Sectional and Regional Championships and other 

competitions. 

• The acceptance of marksmanship as a major 

competitive sport in the State's publicly and privately 

endowed school systems, both secondary and 

collegiate. 

• The promotion and defense of hunter safety training, 

hunting as a shooting sport, and conservation, as 

viable and necessary methods of fostering the 

propagation, growth, conservation and wise use of 

renewable wildlife and natural resources. 
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The FSSA's website has a complete list of our Board 

members and discipline directors. These dedicated 

volunteers give their time and expertise to support you 

and our other FSSA shooters. Their contact information 

can be found on the FSSA's website: 

http://www.flssa.org/contact. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or any of our 

officers and directors with any questions or comments, 

or for any discipline specific information. We are here to 

serve our members and our affiliated clubs. 

I encourage you to check out the FSSA's website; 

http://www.flssa.org. Our Webmaster continues to 

update our FSSA website, making it more informative 

and easier to browse. For Facebook users, check us out, 

and like us at Florida Sport Shooting Association.  

Annual membership dues are just $25.00. FSSA has 

awarded grants to shooters attending the USA Shooting 

Junior Olympics in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and 

other types of shooting events. Additionally, FSSA helps 

fund select championship events in Florida, and 

supports our state association teams at national and 

regional events. FSSA also supports programs that help 

encourage women to begin shooting. An example is the 

Ladies Day event at Gateway that hosted nearly 100 

women for a day of shooting and firearms safety training.  

The FSSA Directors and I are excited about the 

Association's ability to continue to support and promote 

shooting events throughout Florida. We are also 

optimistic about expanding our grant programs to include 

more Juniors, helping them realize their shooting goals.  

But we need your help.  

Please consider joining or renewing your FSSA 

membership at https://flssa.org/join-us or donating online 

at https://flssa.org/http/www.flssa.org/donate. FSSA 

accepts online payments for membership dues, or you 

can download an application or pick one up in the club 

store and send it in. Your dues and tax-deductible 

donations make it possible for the Association to 

continue to provide grants for our individual shooters, 

support state championships, and fund our teams during 

national championship events.  

Thanks, and good shooting! 

Ted Carter 
President, Florida Sport Shooting Association 
president@flssa.org 

 
Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club to host 
the 2026 Florida State Precision 
Pistol Championships 
October 17 & 18 
by Ted Carter 

Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club, in coordination with the 

Florida Sport Shooting Association will host the 2026 

Florida State Precision Pistol Championships at 

Gateway's 25- & 50-yard range facility on October 17 & 

18, with a practice and registration pick-up day on 

October 16. 

The state championship combines an NRA State 

Precision Pistol Championship with a .22 Caliber Only 

Aggregate Match, NRA Distinguished Revolver Match, 

CMP Service Pistol EIC Match and CMP .22 RIMFIRE 

EIC Pistol Match. That's a lot of shooting over two days. 

In addition to attracting shooters from Florida for this 

event, shooters from several surrounding states will 

travel to Jacksonville to compete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FSSA Trophy awarded to Florida's  

Precision Pistol Champion  

http://www.flssa.org/contact
http://www.flssa.org/
https://flssa.org/join-us
https://flssa.org/http/www.flssa.org/donate
mailto:president@flssa.org
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Jacksonville's great weather is one reason shooters like 

competing at Gateway, but most importantly, shooters 

like the impressive range facilities and the professionally 

run match. Gateway's Board has been very supportive of 

the match and the FSSA Board appreciates Gateway's 

excellent hosting. The range maintenance crew does a 

fantastic job getting the range in top readiness condition 

to host the match. Additionally, the range officers and 

the office staff go out of their way to welcome the match 

competitors. The match staff, made up of volunteers, 

has consistently received outstanding comments from 

the competitors on running the match. Without dedicated 

volunteers, the state championships could not be held.  

The monthly NRA Approved Precision Pistol match, held 

on the third Sunday of the month beginning at 9:00 am is 

an excellent way to get ready to shoot the Florida State 

Precision Pistol Match. 

If you are interested in competing or want to help, check 

out the match program on the GRPC website: 

https://grpc-jax.com/disciplines/outdoor_pistol.html or 

contact Ted Carter (Match Director) at: 

cdrcoach@reagan.com. 

 

Fix It Stick Review 
by Trampas Swanson 

A few years ago, I was teaching a private handgun 

lesson at my local range when a screw fell out of the 

slide mounted optic. By a small miracle, the tiny screw 

was found, but I then ran into an issue of how to re-insert 

and tighten it back down. After consulting my handy 

dandy Gerber Multi-tool, I was at a loss for a Torx driver 

to fit the screw. I then raided the range’s gunsmith’s tool 

bins with negative results as well (sad isn’t it?). Needless 

to say, the range session with that particular handgun 

was then over.  

When I arrived home, I started thinking about all the 

tools that would be handy when teaching on both indoor 

and outdoor ranges covering handgun, rifle and shotgun 

basics. A plastic hammer, small wrenches, bits, and of 

course sockets, I must have those! The items quickly 

added up. By the time I listed everything outside of a 

multi-tool, it seemed I would be carrying around quite a 

large assortment of individual specialized tools that 

would not be practical to constantly transport and keep 

track of.  

Not long after the tool issue arose at the range, I came 

across a Facebook posting for a company named Fix It 

Sticks, which produces a compact bicycle tool that 

offered several drivers needed to keep a cyclist rolling 

on long trips without sacrificing space and weight. This 

tool basically consisted of two small steel rods which 

affix into a T-handle for a magnetic, interchangeable 

driver that fits in the palm of your hand. When I clicked 

onto www.fixitsticks.com link, I was delighted to see this 

company had just begun offering a firearm version of 

their product. I immediately emailed the company to 

express my interest in their product and proposed an 

opportunity to review their handy little tools personally. 

The folks at Fix It Sticks were excited to work together 

and quickly sent out a sample for me to test and 

evaluate.  

The next week, 

my package from 

Fix It Sticks 

arrived promptly in 

the mail. While I 

appreciate good 

equipment, I have 

never been 

considered a “gear head” by any means. After removing 

the kit from the shipping box, I began to slowly go 

through the compact nylon tool pouch equipped with 

https://grpc-jax.com/disciplines/outdoor_pistol.html
mailto:cdrcoach@reagan.com
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Molle loops on one side and Velcro on the other. I must 

say, what I discovered firsthand was really cool.  

Just like the original tool built for bicycles, this tool 

offered multiple bits in a compact carrying case. Most 

importantly, this kit differs from the bike version with the 

driver itself. Unlike most small multi-bit drivers, this one 

had a built-in torque limiter to prevent over-tightening 

and possibly stripping out screws, bolts and threads. The 

kit offers various torque limiting drivers calibrated in 15, 

25, 45, 49, 65 or 70 in.-lbs. Along with the drivers, a wide 

selection of heat treated bits are offered depending on if 

you purchase the standard or the deluxe kit such as the 

one sent for review. The Deluxe Kit included 2.5, 3, 4, 

and 5mm hex bits; T-10, T-15, T-20, T-25 and T-30 Torx 

bits; 1/20”, 1/16”, 1/8”, 3/32”, 5/32”, 5/64” hex bits; and a 

#5 straight blade as well.  

The carrying 

case interior was 

filled with elastic 

loops to separate 

and organize the 

various 

components 

easily and neatly. 

I have found this 

kit carries 

comfortably on a 

battle belt, chest rig or even in a small side pouch on my 

range bag. For long periods of time in the field, ounces 

quickly add up to pounds, so a compact kit offering a 

toolbox full of specialized tools can be invaluable. The 

range of uses are limitless for users from all walks of life 

from the hunter, military, law enforcement, private 

contractor, firearms instructor or even weekend shooter. 

Over the past few years, I used the Fix It Sticks tool for 

installing rifle scopes, scope mounts, pistol mounted red 

dots and even a new stroller for my daughters when they 

were younger. The T-handle design allows for a firm grip 

and control over the driver while limiting the risk of 

stripping out the screws. The all-steel construction 

makes for a rock-solid tool the user can feel comfortable 

bearing down on to get those pesky Loctite secured 

bolts free while the magnetic sockets will make sure your 

mission specific bits don’t fall out and get lost. The fast 

assembly and clearly marked bits help make quick work 

of most everyday chores.  

During the initial test and evaluation period with the 

torque limiter set, the Fix It Sticks company released a 

second kit which included specific tools designed to 

clean the number one selling rifle in America, the AR-15. 

Since I was so impressed with the original kit, I quickly 

obtained the second kit to evaluate as well. When it 

arrived, I opened the package to find the kit in a small, 

black zip closed pouch very similar to the original kit. I 

prefer these cases over hard cases to their flexibility in 

carry methods from attaching to the outside of my gear 

via Molle webbing on one side or simply stuffing in a 

cargo pocket. Like the original kit, the opposite side from 

the Molle loops is a Velcro surface for slapping on your 

favorite patch or attaching to tactical gear.  

As I unzipped the pouch, I discovered a polymer double 

row bit holder full of almost every tool you could imagine 

for the AR platform.  

• Set of original Fix It Sticks 

• Bolt Carrier Group Scraper  

• Metal Pin Punch 

• Castle Nut Wrench  

• Bronze Scraper 

• Steel Pick 

• Non-Marring Plastic Pin Punch 

• Cleaning Brush Bit 

• A2 Front Sight Adjustment Bit 

• Set of Brass Cleaning Rods (can accept 8-32 
threaded attachments) 
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• Set of two-bit adapters to allow for 8-32 threaded 
components 

• 12 Chrome Plated 1/4" Bits 

The interior of the pouch had two elastic loops to hold 

the Fix It Sticks in place and a mesh zip pouch to hold 

additional items such as patches, lens wipes for optics, 

extra batteries, cleaning solutions, oil, etc. In comparison 

to the two much larger AR platform cleaning kits I had 

previously purchased from companies, the Fix It Stick kit 

was not only much more compact and easier to carry but 

even offered better tools for the specific task at hand. 

This was a very impressive feat for this company to 

achieve.  

Like the original, the AR cleaning kit assembles to give 

the user full size tools to do a dirty and arduous task. 

One of the toughest items with the AR platform to 

thoroughly clean is the bolt. The Fix It Stick carbon 

scrapper along with a liberal dose of Modern Spartan 

Carbon Destroyer makes short work out of cleaning the 

bolt’s surface and inside the carrier where the bolt 

articulates back and forth creating friction and hard, 

compact build up. The steel pick reaches all the tight, 

hard to clean spots a bronze brush just can’t.  

The kit features a row of 12 individual 1/4” bits sized to 

screws used on the most popular handguards, optics, 

mounts and more. All bits are chrome plated to resist 

rust and corrosion as well as allow for easy cleaning 

once done. The brass cleaning rods have an 8-32 thread 

to accept a wide range of popular cleaning heads on the 

market as well those supplied with the kit. One of the 

wisest moves on the part of Fix It Stick was to provide a 

plastic pin punch for use in knocking out surface pins on 

the gun where you wish to be careful not to mar the 

finish. For more difficult pins, the kit also includes a 

metal punch as well.  

For non-cleaning task on the range, the kit includes a A2 

front sight adjustment tool and a castle nut wrench to 

keep your stock secured tight to your lower receiver. (If 

not staked properly, which is commonly found on most 

AR-15s these days, the castle nut can and will work 

loose) Both these attachments offer a configuration that 

allows for a better angle and torque on the tool than 

most individual ones on the market made for just that 

singular specific task. Additionally, the T handle can be a 

safer and easier to use without skinning up knuckles or 

scratching expensive finishes.  

Retailing for $180 for the deluxe tool kit and $100 for the 

AR cleaning kit, Fix It Sticks offer a tool box full of tools 

for well under $300 total. Most importantly, the Fix It 

Sticks are a compact enough not to be left behind due to 

being too big and bulky. This fact plays heavily in its 

functionality and monetary value. Good luck piecing a 

more compact kit for less and still get the high-quality 

steel and precision offered between these two kits.  

Since receiving these products, I have found myself 

regularly using these tool kits and several newer 

versions on the range and in my office for both firearms 

and non-firearms related tasks. Due to the ultracompact 

and easy to use tools in the Fix It Sticks kits, I now keep 

kits in my range bag, office and the console of my truck. 

From instructing classes to being “go to” tools while in 

the field shooting photos and videos for our magazine 

reviews, Fix It Sticks are highly recommended for our kit 

and yours. To learn more about these kits and other 

products offered, check out www.Store.FixItSticks.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.store.fixitsticks.com/
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A Matter of Perspective 
by Willy Whiskers 

Pat: You know about guns. How many guns does the 
average person own? 

Lynn: About 4 to 5 

Pat: 4 to 5? Sounds like a lot. 

Lynn: Gun enthusiasts could have 15 to 20 

Pat: 15 to 20? Sounds like a gun nut. 

Lynn: A gun nut or rather a collector has 40 or more. 

Pat: 40? Sounds like a mass murderer, a school shooter. 

Lynn: No, they usually have 1 or 2 guns when they let 
loose. 

Pat: 1 or 2? Sounds like an average gun owner. 

Lynn: We already covered this. 

 

The Rolling Block: Interesting Rifles 
and Down the Rabbit Hole with 
Creating Ammo for Them 
By Dave Berry 

The Remington Rolling Block action and rifle was strong, 

sturdy, reliable, and its sale to many different countries 

around the world proved that to be true. Among the 

countries who bought, used or built their own version 

under license include Spain, Mexico, Norway, Sweden, 

Denmark, France, Egypt, and Argentina among them.  

I got involved with the Rolling Block when I came across 

an antique Egyptian Rolling Block at a local gun show. 

I’ve always been interested in the rifle, with its unique 

action: pull the hammer back, pull the breech block back, 

load your round and close the breech, ready to fire. This 

little carbine I came across was a cavalry carbine and it 

was in well-worn condition, with a faint crescent Moon on 

the receiver. The receiver was shiny, perhaps years of 

being cleaned with sand?  These were produced “in the 

white” meaning no blueing on the receiver or barrel, but 

the barrel was also worn, but also shiny for its age which 

is marked on the receiver, 1870. It is a true Remington 

with Remington patent information on the upper receiver 

tang.  

To fire this carbine, I had to do a little research since it 

did not come with ammunition. 11.43 Egyptian is not 

going to be found out at Green Acres Sporting Goods.  

It would take me a long story to tell you how I managed 

to create ammo for this rifle, but I did, after a lot of 

research. I was already a reloader so, with some effort I 

loaded some cartridges using a 777 black powder 

substitute. I’d like to tell you that I did the prudent thing 

and fired the gun from a vise and rest with a string...but 

no I did not. The little carbine weighs in at about 5 ½ 

pounds and it jumps pretty good when it goes off. It’s 

actually hard to hold onto it’s so little and light. I’ll bet it 

was difficult to stay on a camel when firing these. 

Accuracy? Probably out the window more than 100 

years ago, but the bullets do not keyhole so there’s 

some spin left in the rifling. 

Of course this led me to acquire another Egyptian, this 

time the full-length infantry rifle, in much better shape 

than the carbine, and it shoots just fine.  

Then, I acquired two Swedish Rolling Blocks. One is a 

true Remington, and the other is a license-built Rolling 

Block out of the Royal Carl Gustav Arsenal. Look for a 

crown on these. Yes, I had to go through the whole 

ammo build from scratch scenario with the Swedes too. 

Their caliber is 12.44 mm, powder capacity is very 

similar to a .45-70 but this cartridge is shorter than the 

.45-70, with of course, a .50 caliber bullet. The Swedes 

shoot very well, since anything out of the Swede arsenal 

and military were very well taken care of. The two I have 

were converted to civilian stocks and length by the 

arsenal then sold to the public in Sweden where they 

were popular to use for Elk hunting. (The Swede elk is 

actually what we call the Moose!)   
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11.43 mm Egyptian Cavalry Carbine, about 1870 

 

12.44 Swede “Moose gun” Remington Rolling Block, 

manufactured around 1870 

 

 

 
 
 

 
ATTENTION!! 

 
Club Policy Update: Silhouette Range 
(Range 4B) Now Restricted to Rimfire 
Only 
By Randy Erickson, Club Secretary 

In case you have not seen the signage yet, Range 4B, 

the "Silhouette Range", is now restricted to rimfire 

cartridges only. This means that cartridges like 22 

shorts, 22 longs (if anyone even shots those anymore), 

22 long rifles, 22 magnum, and the various 17 rimfires 

are the only cartridges allowed on Range 4B. The Board 

of Directors made this change in July after range 

equipment like the 22 splatter shields were damaged by 

centerfire pistols and/or black powder rifles. Damage to 

Club property from being shot by (just a few of) our 

members is a very costly problem for the Club and there 

will be other measures in the future to crack down on 

this problem. (See the article on Page 1 by Bill Edwards) 

The only exception to this policy is that the "Black 

Powder" match is still allowed on this range. These folks 

use vintage/traditional black powder firearms with 

powder puff loads and the supervised setup ensures 

projectiles go safely into berms with no chance of 

damaging Club property or escaping the range. Firing of 

black powder firearms NOT during a match on this range 

is NOT allowed. 

 

Club Policy: Straight wall Rifle 
Calibers on Pistol Ranges at 
Gateway? 
By Randy Erickson, Club Secretary 

Most folks at Gateway are probably familiar with the 

latest trend in new rifle cartridges that involve "straight 

wall" relatively low powered cartridges such as 350 

Legend and 360 Buckhammer. This trend was generally 

driven by new regulations in states that formerly 

11.43mm 
Egyptian (lube 
dent and all) 

12.44mm Swede 
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restricted deer hunting to shotguns with slugs and didn't 

allow deer hunting with traditional "high power" (i.e. 

bottlenecked) cartridges like 243, 308, 30-06, etc. The 

new straight wall rifle cartridges are intentionally 

designed to limit their maximum range and as such are 

now allowed in many states where deer hunting with 

rifles was simply not allowed previously. 

Of course, after these new cartridges came out, they 

were almost immediately chambered in large frame 

revolvers and single-shot pistols primarily used for 

hunting. This brought a long standing "grey area" to a 

head.  

Here at Gateway, we do not allow high power/bottle 

neck rifle cartridges to be fired from any unbaffled 

ranges like Ranges 4B the Silhouette Range, or Ranges 

5 or 7, the General Purpose shooting bays, because of 

their maximum range. However, there are "rifle" 

cartridges that when fired in pistols that have a 

maximum range about the same as traditional, accepted 

pistol cartridges such as the 30 carbine and 45-70. Even 

the new 350 Legend is roughly ballistic equivalent to the 

357 Maximum when fired from a pistol. 

So, given that straight wall rifle cartridges fired from 

pistols or revolvers are not really ballistically different 

than existing pistol calibers, the Board of Directors 

updated our Policies to allow them on the "Pistol" 

Ranges, namely Ranges 1, 4A, 4B, 5, 7 and the 25/50 

yard line. That said, former restrictions on those ranges 

remain in place such as 357 is the maximum cartridge 

allowed to be fired on plate racks and the 22 splatter 

shields on Range 4B are for 22's. 
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Where To Shoot What at Gateway 
By Randy Erickson 

       
DAY MEMBERS and ANNUAL / LIFE MEMBERS:  
RANGES 1 & 2 
 
RANGE 1, PISTOLS and REVOLVERS: Located to far 
left as you exit the club store.  

No rifles or shotguns allowed 
 NO FIRING OF HIGH POWER RIFLE ROUNDS 

(i.e. 223, 556, 7.62x39, 308, etc.) ALLOWED ON 
RANGE 1 

RANGE 2, as follows: Located slightly left as you exit 
the club store.  

BENCH SHOOTING ONLY 
RIFLES, CARBINES, AR and AK style pistols 

with arm brace: All positions except 27 & 28:  
All calibers including rimfires, pistol calibers, 
high power/centerfire calibers, and black 
powder. AR and AK pistols must be fired 
supported from bench.  

SHOTGUNS with shoulder stocks:   
 Positions 1-26: For shotguns with iron sights 

or optics, i.e. not a "bead" only front sight and 
must shoot slugs or turkey loads 

 Position 27: This position is for "patterning" 
birdshot loads. Ammunition must be #6 
through #9 shot. 

 Position 28: This position is for function 
checking. Ammunition must be #6 through #9 
shot. 

SHOTGUNS without shoulder stocks:   
 Position 28 only: This position is for function 

checking. Ammunition must be #6 through #9 
shot. 

 
 
ANNUAL AND LIFE MEMBERS ONLY: RANGES 3-8 
 
PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS:   

RANGES 5 and 7 including the 25/50-yard 
Bullseye range: Pistol caliber ammunition 
only.   
NO FIRING OF HIGH POWER RIFLE 
ROUNDS (i.e. 223, 556, 7.62x39, 308, etc.) 
ALLOWED ON RANGES 5 and 7.  

RANGE 4B: Barrels must be 2-inch minimum 
length. Pistol caliber ammunition only.   
NO FIRING OF HIGH POWER RIFLE 
ROUNDS (i.e. 223, 556, 7.62x39, 308, etc.) 
ALLOWED ON RANGE 4B.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
RANGE 4A: Barrels must be 10-inch minimum 

length.   
HIGH POWER RIFLE CALIBER ROUNDS 
ARE NOT ALLOWED.   

 
RANGE 3: Must be capable of accurate fire at 

200-yards. 
High power rifle caliber rounds ARE 
allowed.  

 
AR15 AND AK47 STYLE PISTOLS WITH ARM 
BRACE:  

RANGES  2, 4A, and 8: Must be supported/aimed 
fire from bench.  High power rifle caliber 
rounds ARE allowed on Ranges 2 and 8, 
PISTOL CALIBER AND BLACK POWDER 
ONLY ON 4A.  

 
HIGH POWER RIFLES:   

RANGES 2 and 8: Firing allowed sitting at bench 
only.  

RANGE 3: Firing allowed standing, sitting, prone 
and sitting at bench.  

 
PISTOL CALIBER AND BLACK POWDER RIFLES 
AND CARBINES:  

includes .17 and .22 Rimfire, .38, .44 and .45 but 
not .223, .556, 7.62x39, 30-30, 308, etc.   

RANGES 2, 3, 4A, 4B, 5, 8, and 7 including 25/50-
yard Bullseye line.  

 
SHOTGUNS:   

RANGE 6: Use clay pigeon targets and birdshot 
ammunition with #6 through #9 shot. Slugs, 
buckshot and #4 shot not allowed.  NO 
RIFLES OR HANDGUNS ALLOWED.   

RANGES 5 and 7: Use with paper targets, clay 
pigeon targets not allowed.  

 
ARCHERY: RANGES 5 and 7  
 
See the next page for a range map and details on the 
different ranges 
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RANGE MAP 
 

 

 

Range Details: 

 
Range 1: 7- and 15-yard pistol range, Day members 
allowed 

Range 2: 100-yard line primarily for rifles, Day 
members allowed 

Range 3: 200-yard line primarily for rifles 

Range 4A: 100-yard line primarily for rifles, pistol 
calibers and black powder only 

Range 4B: Silhouette range, pistol calibers and black 
powder only 

Range 5: General purpose bays, pistol calibers, black 
powder and shotgun only 

Range 6: Shotgun with birdshot only, no pistols, black 
powder or rifles  

Range 7: General purpose bays, pistol calibers, black 
powder and shot gun only 
 
NOTE: FIRING OF "HIGH POWER" RIFLE AMMO 
LIKE AR/AK .223, 5.56 OR 7.62x39, etc. ON THE 4B 
SILHOUETTE RANGE, OR RANGES 5, 6 AND 7 WILL 
LIKELY RESULT IN LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP 
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CLUB INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 
Where to Shoot 

Day Members or Annual and Life Members 

Ranges 1 A-B-C-D: Pistols only with pistol calibers. Location: 
Far left (West) as you leave front office, 53 positions at 7/15 
yards 

Range 2: Rifles at 25-50 and 100 yards and shotguns on select 
positions 

Annual and Life Members Only 

Both of above two ranges, #1 and #2 

Range 3:  Rifle 50- and 200-yards and Pistols with 10 inch 
Barrels or longer chambered for rifle cartridges 

Range 4A: Same as Range 3 except 100-yards only 

Range 4B:  Rifles in rim fire .22 cal, .17 cal plus black powder 
rifles 

Range 5 A-B-C-D-E-F:  All-purpose ranges for Pistols and 
Rifles with Pistol Calibers 

Range 6: Shotgun Skeet Range with only #6 to #9 Shot 

Range 7 A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H: All Purpose ranges for Pistols and 
Rifles with Pistol Calibers, 25-/50-Yard Pistol Match Range, 
Pistols and Rifles with Pistol Calibers 

Range 8: Rifle, 25-, 50- and 100-yard Rifle targets 

  

ID BADGES 

All Shooters: 

Annual, Life, and Day Members 
must wear ID badges at all times 

when on the Club property. 

Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club 

9301 Zambito Ave. N  

Jacksonville, FL 32210 
 

904.771.2937 
 

www.GRPC-JAX.com 

2026 Slate of Officers 

Officer Name Contact Info 

President Bill Edwards pres@grpc-jax.com 

Vice President Bill King  

Secretary Randy Erickson  

Treasurer Susan Carter  

 

2026 Board Members 

Tim Allen Doug Havens 

Carl Berg Gary Kight 

Walt Gallahan Alan Rosner 

Don Hardeman William Todorsky 

Tim Hardy  

  

Emeritus Directors:   

Bill Craig  

Sam Grimes  

Allen Way  

 

Range Maintenance Schedule 

Day Time Range 

Monday 0800-1100 100-yard Rifle Range 

Tuesday 0800-1100 All Pistol Ranges 

Wednesday 0800-1100 Silhouette Range 

Thursday 0800-1100 200-yard Rifle Range 

Friday 0800-1100 
All Multi-Purpose Ranges and 

New 100-yard Rifle Range 

Note: Subject to change based on maintenance need 

 

Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc. 
 
A private Club operated since 1965, providing a safe 
environment for the sport of shooting. We offer annual 
memberships allowing unlimited use of the shooting ranges and 
daily memberships for the occasional shooter limited to certain 
ranges. The Club is open 7 days a week from 8:00 am until near 
dusk except Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. There are 
numerous pistol ranges at various distances for shooting paper 
targets and steel plates. The rifle ranges provide 25, 50, 100, 
and 200 yard shooting positions. For those interested in 
competition there are monthly matches for small bore, black 
powder, .22 50/50 Benchrest, bullseye pistol, 3x20 prone, NMC 
and Cowboy, etc. 
 
There is an active junior program and women’s program. The 
facilities include the rifle and pistol shooting positions, a large 
club house, meeting rooms, and a store selling those items you 
may need at the range including targets, ammunition, and eye 
and ear protection. There is a Range Safety Officer on duty at all 
times. 
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Tournament Schedule: 

Match Range Day Time 

ARA Rimfire 4B 3rd Friday Call range 

Smallbore F-class 4A 1st Saturday 0800-1100 

22 Rimfire Benchrest 4B 1st Saturday 1000-1400 

Club 1800 Pistol 7 1st Sunday 0900-1200 

High Power Rifle Prone 3 2nd Saturday 0800-1100 

Black Powder 4 2nd Saturday 0800-1100 

High Power Rifle XTC 3 2nd Sunday 0800-1100 

NRA 1800 Bullseye 7 3rd Sunday 0900-1200 

Concealed Pistol/Home 
Defense Shotgun 
Match 

5 3rd Sunday 0900- 

Smallbore Silhouette 4 4th Saturday 0800-1400 

Cowboy 5 4th Saturday 0900- 
Note: The above schedule is periodically subject to change; please check the website 

for the most current schedule to be sure you have the up-to—date information. 

Disciplines/Contacts: 

IR 50/50 22 Benchrest 
Russ Ost 

RussOst@bellsouth.net 

Smallbore Rifle Silhouette 
Grit Preston             Adam Smith 
904.545.9435        904.801.6451 

Single Action Shooting Society (SASS) 
Vivian Allen-Parido 

vivianallenmd@aol.com 

High Power Rifle 
Marion Estes 

marionestes4952@gmail.com 

3x20 High Power Rifle 
Grit Preston 

904.545.9435 

Black Powder Muzzle Loading 
Stan Goldy 

904.859.8887 

NRA/1800 Bullseye/2700 Bullseye 
Ted Carter 

904.880.1715 or cdrcoach@reagan.com 

Pellet Silhouette 
Mike Hicks 

904.304.2265 

Cowboy Action 
Vivian Allen-Parido 

vivianallenmd@aol.com 

Junior Shooters 
Marion Estes 

marionestes4952@gmail.com 

Smallbore F Class 
Emil Albertini 

904.759.8672 or ejalbertini@comcast.net 

Women’s Programs 
Sue Carter 

904.880.1715 

Concealed Pistol/Home Defense Shotgun 
Willy Todorsky 

Willywhiskers@yahoo.com 

Black Gun Owners and Education (BGOE) 
Jeffrey Howell 
813.304.9774 

ARA Rimfire 
Robert Atkinson, Mike Roy, or John O’Brien 

gatewayrimfire@gmail.com 

 

Disclaimer 

The Muzzleblast is published periodically by Lori Hallauer under the direction 

of the Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club. All newsletter content to be approved by 

the GRPC prior to publication. Technical and/or handloading data are for 

informational purposes only. No responsibility is accepted for results 

obtained by persons using such data, and all liability for any consequential 

injuries or damages is disclaimed. References herein to any specific 

commercial product, process or service by trade name, trademark, 

manufacturer or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or imply 

endorsement, recommendation or favoring by The Gateway Rifle & Pistol 

Club, Inc., its Board of Directors, its membership, the editor, nor the 

Publisher. Letters to the editor should be brief, to the point, of firearm-

related interest and contain the signature, address and telephone number of 

the sender. Letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

editor, publisher or Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club. Send submissions to: 

Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club, 9301 Zambito Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32210 or to 

the Muzzleblast editor at: redhawks1980@hotmail.com. 

Thank you for reading! If you would like to 
submit information, articles, or match scores, 

please send them to: 
Gary Kight at gdk1969@yahoo.com or  

Lori Hallauer at redhawks1980@hotmail.com  

mailto:redhawks1980@hotmail.com
mailto:gdk1969@yahoo.com
mailto:redhawks1980@hotmail.com

