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Things Change
The club has been here over 50 years. During this time many changes have been made.
The original ranges are still in use as are the many new ranges built to accomodate the
needs of our membership. Actual roads and buildings have added capabilities to serve
the shooters of Jacksonville. Of course, the number of different shooting matches has
changed as new things became popular, and then died out. There is something for
everyone now, and if there is a new need, let us know so we can accomodate.
When the club was started, there were all kinds of places you could go shooting around
Jacksonville. Except for a pistol range out on the Imeson property, there were no
facilities at these places. Many were trash pits more or less. If you wanted to shoot at tin
cans you were in business. One popular one was where Southside meets J Turner Butler.
Most weekends folks would set up targets and have at it. A police car usually would stop
by to make sure things were orderly.
Can you imagine today the result of gunfire off Southside? Film at eleven!
The history of the club hasn't been documented, as far as I know. Sam Grimes
interviewed Steve Bernhard in 2004 and his Muzzleblast article will be reprinted in this
issue (see page 10). There will be an article each issue to cover the growth over the years
after the founding.
What we have today didn't just happen. Someone had ideas. Then we had to see how to
make the idea reality. Disciplines have come and gone. Ranges have been modified to
the current demand. There is always something new.
Thanks for reading.
Bill King
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Disclaimer
The Muzzleblast is published quarterly by Joan Zullo under the
direction of the Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club. All newsletter content
will be approved by the GRPC before publishing. Technical and/or
hand loading data are for informational purposes only. No
responsibility is accepted for results obtained by persons using such
data, and all liability for any consequential injuries or damages is
disclaimed. References herein to any specific commercial product,
process or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer or
otherwise, does not necessarily constitute nor imply endorsement,
recommendation nor favoring by The Gateway Rifle & Pistol Club,
Inc., its Board of Directors, its membership, the editor, nor the
publisher. Letters to the editor should be brief, to the point, of
firearm related interest and contain the signature, address and
telephone number of the sender. Letters to the editor do not
necessarily reflect the views of the editor, publisher or Gateway Rifle
& Pistol Club. Send submissions to: Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club,
9301 Zambito Ave. N, Jacksonville, Fl. 32210, or to the Muzzleblast
editor at: editor@grpc-jax.com.

http://www.GRPC-JAX.com

Discipline Contacts:
IR 50/50 22 Benchrest
Bill Smith 904-276-1008,
work 904-790-6112.
Smallbore Rifle Silhouette
Hugh McCombs 904-309-1988
Club 1800 Bullseye
Ted Carter 904-880-1715
cdrcoach@reagan.com
High Power Rifle
Marion Estes marionEstes4952@att.net
3x20 Highpower Rifle Prone
Joe Zullo 495-4109
Black Powder Muzzle Loading
Stan Goldy 904-410-1723
NRA/1800 Bullseye
Ted Carter 904-880-1715
cdrcoach@reagan.com
.
NRA/2700 Bullseye
Ted Carter 904-880-1715
cdrcoach@reagan.com
Cowboy Action/SASS
Jake Mehrman 904-316-0644
Junior Shooters
MarionEstes4952@att.net
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Club News
We had an election last fall. Don Hardeman is our new President. The other board members were
re elected for another term. Bill Craig, our outgoing President, was elected to the board.
The rebuilding of range 8, the back 100 yard rifle line has been completed. This was a big job.
New drainage means you won't have to wear waders to work your targets. The backstop had to be
totally rebuilt after lead mining and has improved abilities to keep all the shots where they are supposed
to be.
One new event was the unexpected arrival of skydivers. Not sure what the original plan was, but they
avoided the power lines and the active ranges and landed in the retention pond next to the New Building.
The New Building got a name also. It now is the Bill Craig building. Bill has done a lot for us over the
years. He was the first to propose to get the club to use a businesslike method of management and
accounting. This idea took real work to implement. The stability we enjoy is the result.
Thanks for reading Bill King

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Pellet Pistol Sillhouette Group
by Mike Hicks

Mike Hicks, Match Coordinator, for this group reports that he has an average of 5 – 6 shooters and as
many as 9 competitors at the matches. These matches are scheduled for 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on each
Wednesday, year round. The competitors shoot at metal targets of varying sizes from small to larger at
distances from 10 to 18 yards. The smaller items are shot closer, the larger from incrementally greater
distances. All of these metal targets, resembling common farm animals, are painted white for best
visibility.
The competitors shoot these metal targets of varying sizes from the following distances.
Chickens (1.5” square) from 10 yards.
Pigs (3” x 2”) from 12.5 yards
Turkeys (3” tall) from 15 yards
Rams (4.5” long x 2.5” tall) from 18 yards
Anyone interested, please contact Mike Hicks, 904-304-2265 or e-mail: magmuck@yahoo.com
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The Well Armed Woman at Gateway
Ladies, there is a new chapter of The Well Armed Woman (TWAW) here at Gateway Rifle & Pistol
Club! Thank you to the GRPC Board of Directors for approving the request to be the home range for
TWAW Jacksonville West chapter.
What is The Well Armed Woman? The organization was established to educate, equip and empower
women shooters. Often we may feel intimidated or uncomfortable when we walk into a gun store or
come to the range by ourselves. Several years ago, the founder, Carrie Lightfoot, was frustrated with the
lack of resources available for women. She wanted to create a place that provided straight forward, and
complete information, and offer products geared specifically toward women gun owners. Check out the
TWAW website at https://thewellarmedwoman.com/.
The Jacksonville West Chapter will meet once a month, on the third Saturday from 9-11:30 am. The
first hour we will have a topic discussion, and then move to Range 1, for those that want to shoot. We
will introduce you to the ins and outs of armed self-defense, gun ownership, gun safety, shooting skills
and products for women shooters. We'll discuss everything from permits to holsters to cleaning the
firearm, and we'll do it in a candid and concise manner.
The Jacksonville West Chapter is committed to providing a safe, comfortable environment where
women shooters of all levels of experience can come to learn and train. This is a new chapter and we
welcome the opportunity to educate, equip, and empower the women gun owners in our community.
We strive to encourage a life-long love of shooting, with a passion for safety and personal skill
improvement!
Our first meeting will be Saturday, Feb 18th, at 9 am in the Bill Craig Building. For more information
contact Sue Carter, (904) 704-8814.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2016 Ladies Day – PISTOL
The Pistol stage of the Ladies Day was focused on sight alignment and trigger control, as the ladies
worked on grouping their shots. There was a wide range of experience, from those that had never shot
before, to those who came to Gateway once a year for Ladies Day, to those who shot several times
during the year. Our coaches and instructors were happy to help all. Each spent some time going over
the pistol, and safe shooting procedures were stressed to all the lady shooters. The ladies shot .22
caliber, semi-automatic pistols at 15 yards, first at blank paper, slow fire, shooting at their own pace.
Once they were comfortable, they moved into accelerated firing, shooting a magazine of 5 rounds as
quickly as they could, keeping the sights aligned and squeezing the trigger. After that, they were given a
plate to aim at to “serve dinner” as quickly as they could. Several magazines later, there were smiles all
around and they were excited to take the plates home to show off. Sincere thanks to Ted and Sue Carter,
Randy Erickson, Dana Baygents, Terry Drinkwater, Bob McMullen, Mike Hicks, Jane Cebulski, Clif
Byrd, and Larry Watkins. Not only did they volunteer their time and talent, but several volunteered their
firearms for the ladies to use as well.
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NRA Board of Director Elections.
The GRPC Board of Directors and the Florida Sport Shooting Association
endorse Ted Carter for re-election to the NRA Board
Submitted by Ted Carter.

If you are a NRA Life Member or 5 Year Annual Member then you will be receiving your Official NRA
Ballot inside NRA's February 2017 publications. You are a voting member. Please take the time to
carefully review the candidates biographies and the proposed NRA Bylaw changes...then please vote
and return your ballot.
Ted Carter, a long time member of Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club, has been endorsed by the GRPC
Board and is running for re-election in 2017.
A little about me. I am a NRA Benefactor member
and have been a Second Amendment activist and
competitive shooter for 38 years. I am a Navy
veteran with 32 years of service. Graduating from
the U.S. Naval Academy, I served as both Captain
and Head Coach of the Academy's Pistol Team and
was selected as Collegiate Shooting Coach of the
Year. A strong supporter of NRA, I've been
active in campaign efforts of pro-Second
Amendment candidates at the local, state and
national levels. I currently serve on the NRA's
Pistol, Air Gun, Collegiate Programs and Protest
Committees. I'm honored to serve as Vice
President of the Florida Sport Shooting Association
(FSSA) and have received their endorsement for reelection to the NRA Board. I remain a staunch
supporter of the right to keep and bear arms.
Thank you to the GRPC Board for your support and to the many members who signed my petition for
reelection. Thank you for supporting my re-election to the NRA Board of Directors in 2017.
The NRA Board of Directors is made up of 76 members, elected by NRA Life or 5 Year Annual
Members. One-third of the terms of office of 75 Directors expire at each Annual Meeting of Members.
The 2017 election will fill the 25 Board seats for a three-year terms. The 25 candidates receiving the
highest number of votes will be elected to a three-year term. At the NRA Annual Meeting, to be held in
Atlanta, GA, April 27-30, NRA members present will vote for the 76th Board member. For more
information on the annual meeting please visit https://www.nraam.org/.
If you are an NRA member, then you know how important your support is and what power you and the
other 5 million members have in ensuring our Second Amendment Freedoms. The recent Presidential
election is proof that NRA members can and do make a difference.
If you are not a NRA Life Member or 5 Year Annual Member, I urge you to consider upgrading your
annual membership so that you can join other NRA members in selecting and electing the organization's
future leaders.
If you are not a NRA member, find out more by checking out http://home.nra.org/.
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Attention Pistol Shooters
Join the fun at GRPC on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9:00 AM
Has it been a while since you shot your pistol or revolver? Do you remember the fun of shooting your
pistol and enjoying a little range time with your friends and other shooters? Then this is your reinvitation to spending a couple of hours on the range and having some fun with your pistol.
GRPC holds two pistol events every month. On the first Sunday of the month, we meet at the 25/50
yard pistol range and begin shooting at 9:00 AM. We'll end by noon, just in time for lunch. We shoot
the Florida Police Officer's Association (FPOA) course, which is 90 rounds, fired on paper targets at 25
yards for slow fire and 15 yards for timed and rapid fire. We begin with the .22 caliber pistol/revolver
and then shoot the course again with a Center Fire pistol/revolver (.32 - .45 caliber). But not to worry, if
all you brought was your .22, then you can shoot the course again. We call this the fun match, as our
goal is to have fun and provide a venue that allows you the chance to shoot your match conditioned
pistol or "out of the box" pistol with other beginner, or not so beginner shooters in a relaxed
environment.
On the third Sunday of the month, beginning at 9:00 AM, we meet at the 25/50 yard pistol range to
shoot a NRA Precision "Bullseye" Pistol match. This match is traditionally shot one handed at 50 yards
for slow fire and at 25 yards for timed and rapid fire. While it's a little more challenging than the FPOA
shoot, the different NRA classifications that are based on your ability, coupled with the two NRA pistol
divisions offer anyone the opportunity to join in on the fun. We'll finish around noon and then head to
lunch.
With the new NRA rule changes, shooters have the opportunity to register in one of two divisions,
Metallic or Open. In an effort to invite more shooters to try the sport of Precision Pistol, formally called
Conventional Pistol, but more commonalty known throughout the community as Bullseye Pistol, the
NRA introduced the two divisions. The Open Division includes any semi-automatic handgun or
revolver using any sights, including telescopic, with the exception of those sights that project an image
on the target. Like the Open Division, the Metallic Division includes .22 caliber, up to and including
.45 caliber pistols and revolvers. As its name implies, the authorized sights are metallic, no optic sights
are permitted. The pistol may also be match conditioned. There are a few other restrictions, and as with
all pistols or revolvers, all standard safety features of the guns must operate properly. If all you have is a
.22 caliber pistol, the NRA allows you to compete in the 22 Caliber Only Aggregate Match. The
complete rules can be found at:
http://pistol-competition.nra.org/documents/pdf/compete/RuleBooks/Pistol/pistol-book.pdf
If you are looking to start "Bullseye" style pistol shooting or get back into it and are not quite sure how to get
started, contact Ted Carter, cdrcoach@reagan.com or 904-880-1715. We are always looking for new shooters,
old shooters, junior and women shooters and with the new rule changes, you probably have a pistol that you
can use.
See you at the range.
Submitted by Ted Carter.
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Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club
to host the 26th Annual Dixie Match
April 21, 22 and 23.
The Dixie Match has long been a favorite "Bullseye" Pistol competition for many shooters. It quickly
evolved to be the premier NRA individual and team Regional event in the southeast. This year the Dixie
Match will be held at Gateway's 25 & 50 yard range facility on April 21, 22 and 23.
The Dixie Match combines a NRA Regional Precision Pistol Championship with a .22 Caliber Only
Aggregate Match, NRA Distinguished Revolver Match, CMP Service Pistol EIC Match and CMP .22
RIMFIRE EIC Pistol Match. That's a lot of shooting over three days. In addition to attracting shooters
from Florida, Georgia and Alabama, the Dixie Match attracts shooters from Virginia, Maryland, Illinois
and several other states. The Army Marksmanship Unit, South Carolina National Guard and most
recently the Marine Corps Reserve teams have participated in this match.

Jacksonville's great weather is one reason shooters like competing at the Dixie's, but most importantly,
shooters like the great range facilities and the professionally run match. Gateway's Board has always
been very supportive of the match. The range maintenance crew does a fantastic job getting the range in
top readiness condition to host the match. The range officers and the office staff go out of their way to
welcome the Dixie Competitors. The match staff, made up of volunteers, has consistently received
outstanding comments from the competitors on running the match. Without dedicated volunteers, the
Dixie Match could not be held.
The monthly NRA Approved Precision Pistol match, held on the third Sunday of the month beginning at
9:00 am is an excellent way to get ready to shoot the Dixie Match.
If you are interested in competing or want to help out, check out the match program on the GRPC
website: http://www.grpc-jax.com/Programs/2017-DIXIEMATCH-PROGRAM_FINAL.pdf.
Submitted by Ted Carter.
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CMP Florida State 3-P Air-Rifle Championship
at Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club
On Dec. 17th. 2016 Gateway Rifle and Pistol Club Juniors hosted the 2016/17 CMP Florida State Junior
3p Air-Rifle Championship.
Gateway has a Junior air-rifle program that provides safety and marksmanship training as well as
equipment for the clubs junior shooters. Gateway R&P has provided the juniors a nice new indoor airrifle range that is air-conditioned and has lighting up to international shooting standards. The club also
purchased an Orion electronic scoring system to score the paper targets currently being used in the
matches.
Gateway Juniors also host 2 NJROTC units for their marksmanship training. The Ridgeview NJROTC
unit and their instructor Cmdr. Peterson handled registration and awards and the Ed White NJROTC unit
and their instructor Chief Deitrich handled the electronic scoring for the match. The match was
sponsored by CMP State Director Terry Pitts and Gateway Juniors Director Marion Estes was the range
director.
The match had a great turnout with 21- 4 person teams and a total of 84 individual shooters. We had
shooters participate from all over the State with the Oviedo HS and Winter HS shooters dominating the
top three positions in both the Sporter rifle and Precision rifle team classes. There were also some
excellent individual scores posted in the match. The top team in both Sporter and Precision class as well
as the top individual shooter in each class qualified for the CMP regional matches in Anniston Alabama
at their state of the art electronic target 80 point air-rifle range. If the Florida shooters do well at the
regional matches then they will qualify for the National Championship matches in Anniston in early
2017. Best of luck to our Florida junior shooters and keep them in the ten ring.
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Sam interviews Steve Bernhard (2004)
Have you ever wondered how
GATEWAY RIFLE & PISTOL got
started? I have been a member almost
thirty-nine years and until I did this
interview with Steve Bernhard (our
first president )I had only an inkling of
how it came about .I knew that he was
a central figure in its creation and therefore
was the man to see.
Here is the gist of the interview:
Sam: Tell me how the club got
started; who talked to whom and so on.
Steve: Paul Mains probably did
more than anyone else in getting this
club started .He was the outdoor writer
for the Jacksonville Journal. I got to
know him and he introduced me to a lot
of people .He gave us a tremendous
amount of publicity through his column
in the newspaper .He worked at
Finklesteins on Bay Street. Whenever
I had a question about anything I’d call
Paul and he’d set me right. Paul never
joined the club. He was not a shooter
.He was a fisherman. One day a guy
wrote in to him wanting to know if
there was any sort of hunting club in
Jacksonville. Paul told him that he
would check into it. I saw the article in
the journal ,got the man’s phone number,
called him ,and he was interested
in a place to shoot and so I said so am
I. We had a few more phone calls and
that was how we got the club idea
started. The funny thing is that he never
joined the club. He gave me The goahead
but he never joined. I guess that
he may have done a little shooting out
there but he never became one of us. I
don’t remember his name.” Then it
worked out that it was time to get a few
people together and they came right
here in my living -room. There was
seven or eight of us and we talked and
this was where my second helper came
in : Joe Bouchard. Joe was a lieutenant
out at NAS JAX and he did a lot of work
out there for us. Later he moved to

Montana, where he had a very lucrative
reloading business. So we had a club
started but we had no place to shoot.
Everyone was asked to be on lookout
for a place to develop a range . Somehow
William Kirkland who owned this
property found out about us and contacted
us and we leased the property
from him. Later we bought the property
from him. He joined the club for the
first year but never rejoined.
Shortly after we acquired our lease
Charlie Barco donated the use of his
heavy equipment to put up the first
backstop. Gerald Farrens and his uncle
Dell Farrens cleared the land. The
ground was in earthen rows from previous
planting , but it got flattened out by
all the traffic over it. Zambito Road was
a dirt road back then and we had to ford
a little stream near the corner by the
property. The entrance into the property
at that time was by the corner”
directly south of the present shotgun
range”
Skipping forward in time about six
months we come to the club as I found
it on July 1, 1965 . The entrance had
been moved to where the west gate
(exit) is now. There was a single range
with a dirt 100 yd. line and a 200 yd. line
directly behind it. There were three or
four bench rests built on posts sunk into
ground on each line . This range had to
accommodate every type of shooting.
On even numbered days of the month
the 200 yd. line was open, on odd numbered
days the 100 yd line was open .
There was one sheet-metal shed for the
target frames and a wooden frame
work which extended across the front
of the backstop for hanging the target
frames. There was no clubhouse, no
restrooms, no water supply, no electricity,
no covers over the firing lines. Look
at us now.
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Tournament Schedule

Range Maintenance Schedule:
Match

Range

Time
st

Club 1800 Pistol

7

1 Sunday 0900-1200

Smallbore Silhouette

4

4th Sat.

1000-1400

22 Rimfire Benchrest

4

1st Sat.

0800-1300

High Power XTC

3

2nd Sunday 0800-1100

Black Powder

4

2nd Sat.

0800

High Power Rifle Prone

3

1st Sat.

0800-1100

NRA 1800 Bullseye

7

3rd Sunday

Cowboy

5

4th Saturday 0900

0900-1200

Mondays 8 am-11 am
100 yd. Rifle Range
Tuesdays 8 am-11 am
all Pistol Ranges
Wednesdays 8 am-11 am Silhouette Range
Thursdays 8 am-11 am
200 yd. Rifle Range
Fridays 8 am-11am
all multi purpose ranges
New 100 yard rifle range

